
A Guide for Advent 



The	Following	guide	has	been	prepared	for	you	to	use	
with	your	family	during	this	Christmas	Season.	You	can	
perform	the	readings	and	sing	the	hymn	all	at	one	
<me,	or	stage	them	one	candle	at	a	<me	for	each	
week	leading	up	to	Christmas.	To	par<cipate	in	the	
candle	ligh<ngs,	you	will	need	to	purchase	5	candles.		



1: The Prophecy Candle 
Isaiah	9:6-7	(HCSB)		
6		For	a	child	will	be	born	for	us,	a	son	will	be	given	to	us,	and	the	
government	will	be	on	His	shoulders.	He	will	be	named	Wonderful	
Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Eternal	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.		
7		The	dominion	will	be	vast,	and	its	prosperity	will	never	end.	He	will	
reign	on	the	throne	of	David	and	over	his	kingdom,	to	establish	and	
sustain	it	with	jus<ce	and	righteousness	from	now	on	and	forever.	The	
zeal	of	the	LORD	of	Hosts	will	accomplish	this.		

Isaiah	11:1-5	(HCSB)		
1		Then	a	shoot	will	grow	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,	and	a	branch	from	
his	roots	will	bear	fruit.		
2		The	Spirit	of	the	LORD	will	rest	on	Him—	a	Spirit	of	wisdom	and	
understanding,	a	Spirit	of	counsel	and	strength,	a	Spirit	of	knowledge	
and	of	the	fear	of	the	LORD.		
3		His	delight	will	be	in	the	fear	of	the	LORD.	He	will	not	judge	by	what	
He	sees	with	His	eyes,	He	will	not	execute	jus<ce	by	what	He	hears	with	
His	ears,		
4		but	He	will	judge	the	poor	righteously	and	execute	jus<ce	for	the	
oppressed	of	the	land.	He	will	strike	the	land	with	discipline	from	His	
mouth,	and	He	will	kill	the	wicked	with	a	command	from	His	lips.		
5		Righteousness	will	be	a	belt	around	His	loins;	faithfulness	will	be	a	
belt	around	His	waist.		

Isaiah	7:14	(HCSB)		
14		Therefore,	the	Lord	Himself	will	give	you	a	sign:	The	virgin	will	
conceive,	have	a	son,	and	name	him	Immanuel.		



Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
O	come,	O	come,	Immanuel,	
and	ransom	cap<ve	Israel	
that	mourns	in	lonely	exile	here	
un<l	the	Son	of	God	appear.	

Chorus:	
Rejoice!	Rejoice!	Immanuel	
shall	come	to	you,	O	Israel.	

O	come,	O	Branch	of	Jesse's	stem,	
unto	your	own	and	rescue	them!	
From	depths	of	hell	your	people	save,	
and	give	them	victory	o'er	the	grave.		

O	come,	O	King	of	na<ons,	bind	
in	one	the	hearts	of	all	mankind.	
Bid	all	our	sad	divisions	cease	
and	be	yourself	our	King	of	Peace.		



2: The Bethlehem Candle 
Luke	2:1-7	(HCSB)		
1		In	those	days	a	decree	went	out	from	Caesar	Augustus	that	the	whole	
empire	should	be	registered.		
2		This	first	registra<on	took	place	while	Quirinius	was	governing	Syria.		
3		So	everyone	went	to	be	registered,	each	to	his	own	town.		
4		And	Joseph	also	went	up	from	the	town	of	Nazareth	in	Galilee,	to	
Judea,	to	the	city	of	David,	which	is	called	Bethlehem,	because	he	was	
of	the	house	and	family	line	of	David,		
5		to	be	registered	along	with	Mary,	who	was	engaged	to	him	and	was	
pregnant.		
6		While	they	were	there,	the	<me	came	for	her	to	give	birth.		
7		Then	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	Son,	and	she	wrapped	Him	snugly	
in	cloth	and	laid	Him	in	a	feeding	trough—because	there	was	no	room	
for	them	at	the	lodging	place.		

Maehew	1:18-25	(HCSB)		
18		The	birth	of	Jesus	Christ	came	about	this	way:	Ager	His	mother	
Mary	had	been	engaged	to	Joseph,	it	was	discovered	before	they	came	
together	that	she	was	pregnant	by	the	Holy	Spirit.		
19		So	her	husband	Joseph,	being	a	righteous	man,	and	not	wan<ng	to	
disgrace	her	publicly,	decided	to	divorce	her	secretly.		
20		But	ager	he	had	considered	these	things,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	
suddenly	appeared	to	him	in	a	dream,	saying,	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	
don’t	be	afraid	to	take	Mary	as	your	wife,	because	what	has	been	
conceived	in	her	is	by	the	Holy	Spirit.		
21		She	will	give	birth	to	a	son,	and	you	are	to	name	Him	Jesus,	because	
He	will	save	His	people	from	their	sins.”		
22		Now	all	this	took	place	to	fulfill	what	was	spoken	by	the	Lord	
through	the	prophet:		
23		See,	the	virgin	will	become	pregnant	and	give	birth	to	a	son,	and	
they	will	name	Him	Immanuel,	which	is	translated	“God	is	with	us.”		



24		When	Joseph	got	up	from	sleeping,	he	did	as	the	Lord’s	angel	had	
commanded	him.	He	married	her		
25		but	did	not	know	her	in<mately	un<l	she	gave	birth	to	a	son.	And	he	
named	Him	Jesus.		

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O	liele	town	of	Bethlehem,		
how	s<ll	we	see	thee	lie!	
Above	thy	deep	and	dreamless	sleep		
the	silent	stars	go	by.	
Yet	in	thy	dark	streets	shineth		
the	everlas<ng	light;	
the	hopes	and	fears	of	all	the	years		
are	met	in	thee	tonight.	

For	Christ	is	born	of	Mary		
and,	gathered	all	above,	
while	mortals	sleep,	the	angels	keep		
their	watch	of	wond'ring	love.	
O	morning	stars,	together	
proclaim	the	holy	birth,	
and	praises	sing	to	God	the	King,	
and	peace	to	men	on	earth.	

How	silently,	how	silently	
the	wondrous	gig	is	giv'n!	
So	God	imparts	to	human	hearts	
the	blessings	of	His	heav'n.	
No	ear	may	hear	His	coming,	
but	in	this	world	of	sin,	
where	meek	souls	will	receive	Him	s<ll	
the	dear	Christ	enters	in.	



3: The Shepherd Candle 
Luke	2:8-20	(HCSB)		
8		In	the	same	region,	shepherds	were	staying	out	in	the	fields	and	
keeping	watch	at	night	over	their	flock.		
9		Then	an	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	before	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	
Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they	were	terrified.		
10		But	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Don’t	be	afraid,	for	look,	I	proclaim	to	
you	good	news	of	great	joy	that	will	be	for	all	the	people:		
11		Today	a	Savior,	who	is	Messiah	the	Lord,	was	born	for	you	in	the	city	
of	David.		
12		This	will	be	the	sign	for	you:	You	will	find	a	baby	wrapped	snugly	in	
cloth	and	lying	in	a	feeding	trough.”		
13		Suddenly	there	was	a	mul<tude	of	the	heavenly	host	with	the	angel,	
praising	God	and	saying:		
14		Glory	to	God	in	the	highest	heaven,	and	peace	on	earth	to	people	
He	favors!		
15		When	the	angels	had	leg	them	and	returned	to	heaven,	the	
shepherds	said	to	one	another,	“Let’s	go	straight	to	Bethlehem	and	see	
what	has	happened,	which	the	Lord	has	made	known	to	us.”		
16		They	hurried	off	and	found	both	Mary	and	Joseph,	and	the	baby	
who	was	lying	in	the	feeding	trough.		
17		Ager	seeing	⌊them⌋,	they	reported	the	message	they	were	told	
about	this	child,		
18		and	all	who	heard	it	were	amazed	at	what	the	shepherds	said	to	
them.		
19		But	Mary	was	treasuring	up	all	these	things	in	her	heart	and	
medita<ng	on	them.		
20		The	shepherds	returned,	glorifying	and	praising	God	for	all	they	had	
seen	and	heard,	just	as	they	had	been	told.		



Hymn: The First Noel 

The	first	Noel	the	angel	did	say		
was	to	certain	poor	shepherds	in	fields	as	they	lay;		
in	fields	where	they	lay	keeping	their	sheep,		
on	a	cold	winter's	night	that	was	so	deep.		

Chorus:	
Noel,	Noel,	Noel,	Noel,		
born	is	the	King	of	Israel.		

They	looked	up	and	saw	a	star		
shining	in	the	east,	beyond	them	far;		
and	to	the	earth	it	gave	great	light,		
and	so	it	con<nued	both	day	and	night.	



4: The Wisemen Candle 
Maehew	2:1-12	(HCSB)		
1		Ager	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judea	in	the	days	of	King	Herod,	
wise	men	from	the	east	arrived	unexpectedly	in	Jerusalem,		
2		saying,	“Where	is	He	who	has	been	born	King	of	the	Jews?	For	we	
saw	His	star	in	the	east	and	have	come	to	worship	Him.”		
3		When	King	Herod	heard	this,	he	was	deeply	disturbed,	and	all	
Jerusalem	with	him.		
4		So	he	assembled	all	the	chief	priests	and	scribes	of	the	people	and	
asked	them	where	the	Messiah	would	be	born.		
5		“In	Bethlehem	of	Judea,”	they	told	him,	“because	this	is	what	was	
wrieen	by	the	prophet:		
6		And	you,	Bethlehem,	in	the	land	of	Judah,	are	by	no	means	least	
among	the	leaders	of	Judah:	because	out	of	you	will	come	a	leader	who	
will	shepherd	My	people	Israel.”		
7		Then	Herod	secretly	summoned	the	wise	men	and	asked	them	the	
exact	<me	the	star	appeared.		
8		He	sent	them	to	Bethlehem	and	said,	“Go	and	search	carefully	for	the	
child.	When	you	find	Him,	report	back	to	me	so	that	I	too	can	go	and	
worship	Him.”		
9		Ager	hearing	the	king,	they	went	on	their	way.	And	there	it	was—the	
star	they	had	seen	in	the	east!	It	led	them	un<l	it	came	and	stopped	
above	the	place	where	the	child	was.		
10		When	they	saw	the	star,	they	were	overjoyed	beyond	measure.		
11		Entering	the	house,	they	saw	the	child	with	Mary	His	mother,	and	
falling	to	their	knees,	they	worshiped	Him.	Then	they	opened	their	
treasures	and	presented	Him	with	gigs:	gold,	frankincense,	and	myrrh.		
12		And	being	warned	in	a	dream	not	to	go	back	to	Herod,	they	
returned	to	their	own	country	by	another	route.	



Hymn: We Three Kings 
We	three	kings	of	Orient	are;		
bearing	gigs	we	traverse	afar,		
field	and	fountain,	moor	and	mountain,		
following	yonder	star.		

Chorus:		
O	star	of	wonder,	star	of	light,		
star	with	royal	beauty	bright,		
westward	leading,	s<ll	proceeding,		
guide	us	to	thy	perfect	light.		

Born	a	King	on	Bethlehem's	plain,		
gold	I	bring	to	crown	him	again,		
King	forever,	ceasing	never,		
over	us	all	to	reign.	[Chorus]	

Frankincense	to	offer	have	I;		
incense	owns	a	Deity	nigh;		
prayer	and	praising,	voices	raising,		
worshiping	God	on	high.	[Chorus]	

Myrrh	is	mine;	its	bieer	perfume		
breathes	a	life	of	gathering	gloom;		
sorrowing,	sighing,	bleeding,	dying,		
sealed	in	the	stone-cold	tomb.	[Chorus]	

Glorious	now	behold	him	arise;		
King	and	God	and	sacrifice:		
Alleluia,	Alleluia,		
sounds	through	the	earth	and	skies.	[Chorus]	



5: The Christ Candle 
Isaiah	40:9-11	(HCSB)		
9		Zion,	herald	of	good	news,	go	up	on	a	high	mountain.	Jerusalem,	
herald	of	good	news,	raise	your	voice	loudly.	Raise	it,	do	not	be	afraid!	
Say	to	the	ci<es	of	Judah,	“Here	is	your	God!”		
10		See,	the	Lord	GOD	comes	with	strength,	and	His	power	establishes	
His	rule.	His	reward	is	with	Him,	and	His	gigs	accompany	Him.		
11		He	protects	His	flock	like	a	shepherd;	He	gathers	the	lambs	in	His	
arms	and	carries	⌊them⌋	in	the	fold	of	His	⌊garment⌋.	He	gently	leads	
those	that	are	nursing.		

Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful 
O	come,	all	ye	faithful,	joyful	and	triumphant,	
O	come	ye,	O	come	ye	to	Bethlehem!		
Come,	and	behold	Him,	born	the	King	of	angels!	

Chorus:	
O	come,	let	us	adore	Him;		
O	come,	let	us	adore	Him;		
O	come,	let	us	adore	Him,	Christ,	the	Lord!	

Sing,	choirs	of	angels;	sing	in	exulta<on;	
sing,	all	ye	ci<zens	of	heav'n	above!		
Glory	to	God,	all	glory	in	the	highest![Chorus]	

Yea,	Lord,	we	greet	Thee,	born	this	happy	morning;	
Jesus,	to	Thee	be	all	glory	giv'n!	
Word	of	the	Father,	now	in	flesh	appearing!	[Chorus]


